
Recitation D 

 

The Power of Compliments 

 

It’s not easy to be cheerful in a cold, hard world. It hurts when 

others criticize our looks or behavior. Harsh words and negative 

comments can lead to depression and a loss of self-esteem. What 

can we do to make the world a happier place? 

One way to bring sunshine into people ’s lives is through 

compliments. A compliment is an expression of praise or 

admiration. Complimenting people shows that we ’re thinking of 

them, respect them and wish them well.   

How do you compliment people? It ’s easy! Open your eyes, look 

around and become aware of others. Did your classmate get a 

haircut? Has your friend bought a new purse? Try to notice how 

people look, what they do and how they act. 

Learning to compliment people is one important skill. 

Accepting compliments gracefully is another. What should you do 

when someone compliments you? There are several ways to 

respond. If someone says, “I like your shoes,” say “Thanks!” If they 

say, “That’s a nice pen,” just reply, “Do you think so?” If they say, 

“You’re a great soccer player!” tell them, “That’s nice of you to say 

so.” 

There’s a famous story about compliments called Love and the 

Cabbie by the American humorist Art Buchwald. The story takes 

place in New York, a city famous for its grumpy neighbors and rude 

citizens. A guy decides to fight this negativity by complimenting 10 

different people each day. Every time he takes a taxi, he 

compliments the driver, “You’re very skillful!” Whenever he passes 

a building site, he praises the construction workers, “That’s a great 

job you’re doing!” By giving compliments each day, he aims to make 

people happy, boost morale and make his hometown a better place.  

Compliments are free and easy to give. They bring smiles to 

people’s faces and brighten the lives of others. So, don ’t be shy. 

Compliment someone today! 

 

(312 words) 

 


